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Zvonimir Tot (z-VON-e-mere TOTE) is a Chicago-based jazz guitarist, composer, and arranger with a style deeply rooted in the jazz tradition but flavored by his European origin. He holds too many university degrees. Tot has performed in The United States, The Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Hungary, Serbia, The Czech Republic, Romania, and Croatia. He has performed and/or recorded with many world-renowned musicians, including saxophonists Scott Hamilton, Billy Harper and Peter King, trumpeter Orbert Davis, pianists Larry Novak and Larry Vuckovich, guitarists Philip Catherine, Henry Johnson and Paulinho Garcia, violinists Johnny Frigo and Stefan Milenkovich, organist Joey DeFrancesco, bassists Niels-Henning Ørsted Pedersen, John Clayton and Hein Van de Geyn, drummers Ernie Adams, Paul Wertico and Byron Landham, vocalists Jackie Allen, Carmen Lundy and Deborah Carter, and the Chicago Jazz Philharmonic. 

Zvonimir Tot is the Assistant Director of Jazz Studies at University of Illinois at Chicago and currently teaches jazz guitar, harmony, ear training and ensembles. He is the founder and owner of Groove Art Records, as well as full member of ASCAP, GRAMMY, Jazz Education Network (JEN), and American Composers Forum. Tot has recorded four CDs as a leader: Eloquent Silence (Chicago Sessions, 2009), Unspoken Desire (Groove Art Records, 2007), Blue Quest (Groove Art Records, 2007), and Travels and Dreams (Groove Art Records, 2004), as well as several CDs as a sideman for various labels. Since 2005, Zvonimir Tot’s biography has been included in WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA, published by Marquis Publishing. He is an endorsing artist for Godin Guitars and Acoustic Image amplifiers. 
_________________

Among the most versatile and virtuosic bassists in all of jazz, Larry Gray first gained attention as the “house bassist” at Chicago’s world-famous Jazz Showcase, working with many of the music’s most famous stars; he now tours extensively, performing at such storied venues as the Monterey Jazz Festival, Lincoln Center, the North Sea Jazz Festival, Carnegie Hall, and the Umbria Jazz Festival.  Gray appears on more than a dozen recordings, including four under his own name – the newest one 1, 2, 3, as well as  Gravity, Solo + Quartet, and One Look. He has performed with such jazz luminaries as saxophonists  George Coleman, Lee Konitz, James Moody, Charles McPherson, Benny Golson, Jackie McLean, Sonny Stitt, Eddie "Lockjaw" Davis, Al Cohn, Frank Wess, David "Fathead" Newman and Eddie Harris, trumpeters Donald Byrd, Harry "Sweets" Edison, Clark Terry, Nicholas Payton, Randy Brecker, Doc Severinsen and Ira Sullivan, pianists McCoy Tyner, Junior Mance, Les McCann, Marian McPartland, Barry Harris, Monty Alexander and Kenny Drew Jr., guitarists Kenny Burrell, Joe Pass, Tal Farlow and Larry Coryell, vibraphonist Bobby Hutcherson, trombonist Curtis Fuller, vocalists Nancy Wilson and Joe Williams, drummers Ed Thigpen, Louis Bellson and Jack DeJohnette, and many others. 

Gray is an excellent classical musician and has served as principal bassist of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago and as a substitute with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra; his composition for double bass and guitar, Five Movements, was commissioned and performed by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra Chamber Ensemble.  

A former faculty member at DePaul University and Northern Illinois University, Gray is currently a Professor of Double Bass at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He regularly performs with pianist Ramsey Lewis, while maintaining a busy freelancing schedule.  

Short Quotes:

(...) Zvonimir Tot (is) an exceptional jazz guitarist. The fluidity of his technique, the bent-note expressiveness of his pitch and the sleekly melodic quality of his improvisations have earned him wide admiration. 
Howard Reich, Chicago Tribune

When he improvises, Zvonimir evidences many things, from the intensity of a conservatory virtuoso to the serene patience of a Zen guru, and always, the love of lore that characterizes griots and troubadours the world over.
Neil Tesser, Jazz critic; author, Playboy Guide to Jazz
Zvonimir Tot is the hot new voice in the world of jazz guitar virtuosos.
Judy Roberts, Chicago Jazz Magazine

Tot keeps one-upping himself with every disc he puts out, and Eloquent Silence is a fantastic example of just how brilliant a guitarist, writer and arranger he is. (from the review of Eloquent Silence)

...Blue Quest is always grooving, from first note to last. (...) All in all, this is a spectacular disc...
Paul Abella, Chicago Jazz Magazine

...Tot throws out some greasy guitar licks that are simply fantastic.
Dan Bilawsky, Jazz Improv Magazine 

His “Lady Agatha,” (…) has a deliberate delicacy, a ballad that unfolds at a measured pace, with Tot's playing glowing with a beautifully ethereal quality.
Dan McClenaghan, All About Jazz

(Z.T.) ...is an extrovert soloist who plays from the heart. He improvises with a typical Balkan singing quality, an intense feeling for the blues, rich imagination, and unbelievably fast fingers.
Jeroen de Valk, Dutch jazz critic, Het Parool, Amsterdam

...Travels and Dreams is a remarkable disc and Zvonimir Tot is someone deserving far greater recognition. 
Rich Friedman, All About Jazz

Zvonimir Tot's rapid fire guitar sets the pace in this fine ensemble. His ballad style also highlights this recording with soulful elegance. (...) 4 stars.
John Gilbert, ejazznews.com 

His virtuoso guitar technique (...) has much to offer to the adventurous and serious jazz lover. 
Prof. Richard Wang, Jazz educator and publicist, Former President, Jazz Institute of Chicago

His sound is inspired by all, from Kenny Burrell to Pat Metheny but yet distinctly his own. 
Marshall Vente, Jazz Institute of Chicago

Tot is an inspirational player of the guitar; (...) his largamente style feels like one big stretch. 
Ferdinand Maylin, JazzNow  

